
Library Board of Trustee Minutes from the Meeting on September 14, 2020 
 

Call to Order: 3:59pm 
 

Announcement of Compliance with OPML: Notice of this meeting was included in the Annual Schedule of 

Meetings that was approved by the Board of Trustees at their monthly meeting on Monday, December 9, 2019.  

The Annual Schedule of Meetings was advertised in the December 25, 2019 Ocean City Sentinel and the 

December 21, 2019 AC Press, posted on the Library’s website, on bulletin boards inside the library and in the 

City Clerk’s office.  The meeting with ZOOM information was posted in the papers on September 12, 2020. 
 

Attendance: Jennifer Shirk, Fred Marcell, Dr. Pritchard, Ron Denney, Brian Broadley, Lauren Cowden, Dr. 

Taylor, Mike Allegretto.  Karen Mahar, Leslie Clarke. 
 

Approval of the Minutes: A motion was made by Brian Broadley to approve the August 2020 minutes with a 

second from Dr. Taylor.  All present were in favor. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Dr. Connie Pritchard, Treasurer, reviewed the report including the assets and liabilities.  

(see below for approval motion) 
 

Action on Bills: Of note were the bills for museum passes.  Special Activities line item includes expenses for 

virtual programming.  Marcell inquired about intentions for money in line items behind.  Mahar responded that 

there are no expenditure changes planned at this time. 

A motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report and pay the bills was made by Ron Denney and seconded by Brian 

Broadley.  All present were in favor to accept the Treasurer’s Report and all present were in favor by roll call to 

pay the bills.  (Shirk was unable to respond due to technical difficulties) 
 

President’s Report: Mahar responded for Shirk who was experiencing technical difficulties.  There is a virtual 

Trustee workshop planned for October 17th of which we will receive a recording. 
 

Director’s Report:  The audit is complete and will be presented at next month’s meeting.  A committee is 

being formed. 

There is a new book drop located on Simpson Avenue.  Patrons are encouraged to return items prior to 

entering the library. 

The City is addressing long term leaks in the building. 

Mahar attended the State library’s meeting for Directors virtually.  The Construction Grant applications are 

under review and results should be had by late October.  The OCFPL requested 660K in the matching grant 

opportunity. 

Mahar also attended ZOOM meetings on topics including “Navigating the New Normal” and “Library Service 

Revisited”.  Both were very informative. 

The dogs have done their quarterly inspection with no bugs being found. 

The library would like to partner with the schools for another library card sign-up opportunity.  A new software 

database for teachers and students is being researched. 

The OCFPL has been nominated for “Best of the Press” under “services”.  All are encouraged to go online and 

vote. 

The Board of Trustees manual updates are complete.  Mahar will email the digital doc to members. 

Programming continues virtually with tremendous attendance.  Concerts will begin soon.  The kickoff for the 

new Story Walk in a park located between 4th& 5th on Wesley Avenue is scheduled for mid-October. 
 

Communications/Correspondence: A request to increase computer usage time has been received by 

Mahar.  The request may be considered however, a ZOOM poll found that surrounding libraries average an 

allowance of 30 mins. which is what the OCFPL currently offers. 



There were two issues concerning the wearing of face masks within the Library.  Both have been resolved.  

Marcell questioned the need of police presence.  Mahar responded that the police are not currently always on-

site but are always available if needed.  There have been no issues with children. 
 

Friends and Volunteers Report:  The President of the group expressed concern over the amount of 

donations being received despite the notice that they are not to be accepted at this time.  Mahar noted the 

problem as well and will address possible options to curtail the leaving of items. 

A few members will be inside the room to clean and take stock of current inventory.  There will be no in-person 

meetings for the rest of the year. 
 

 

Old Business N/A 
 

New Business:  Broadley requested a summary of the number of students in schools.  Taylor informed that 

some students were lost to schools whose parents needed them in attendance in-person for five days per 

week.  Some grades have seen an increase in the number of students.  If students register now, they will 

automatically attend virtually as most grades are at or close to capacity. 
 

Public Comment:  N/A 
 

Adjournment:  Brian Broadley moved to adjourn at 4:40pm with a second from Ron Denney.  All present were 

in favor. 


